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Product Data Sheet

WATERGATE PLUS
New Zealand’s premium all-purpose,  
fire retardant wall wrap.
Watergate Plus is specifically designed as a wall underlay behind exterior 
wall cladding. Made from synthetic materials Watergate Plus is fire retardant, 
water resistant and vapour permeable. The water vapour transfer rate of the 
product has been optimised to minimise condensation risk in homes without 
compromising its primary water barrier properties.

Watergate Plus is part of the Thermakraft One Wrap System. Its unique 
construction allows for easier installation while maintaining best in class 
performance qualities.

https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U0ZIwyaT3GwLjvPw0H67OvBviUIEbdpj/view?_ga=2.167878625.1593638917.1626650338-1547873882.1565564560
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/products/wall-wrap-underlay/watergate-plus
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/thermakraft-products/thermakraft-one-wrap-system?category=wall
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HgYKbQhFBNtgHzsmS_82-cDmyOtddrjM/view?_ga=2.101424321.1593638917.1626650338-1547873882.1565564560


Product Description
Watergate Plus is a two-layer laminated wall underlay 
combining a Polyester non-woven layer with a high 
quality vapour permeable film. This allows water vapour 
to pass through from inside the wall cavity whilst water 
from the exterior is kept out.

The product is simply fixed to timber framing using 
construction staples and is made to stretch around 
corners providing a tight fit and reducing the risk of 
staple tear. It will provide temporary weather protection 
during construction. (Max 90 Days).

Scope of Use
Watergate Plus can be used as a wall underlay on both 
residential and commercial buildings within the following 
scope:

• With absorbent wall claddings (e.g. timber, brick or 
fibre cement) or non-absorbent wall claddings (e.g. 
metal or plastic).

• Can be used with timber and steel framing, either 
directly fixed or in conjunction with an 18mm 
minimum drained cavity.

• With masonry veneer in accordance with NZBC 
Acceptable Solution E2/AS1 and E2/AS4. 

• Situated in NZS3604 and NASH Building Wind Zones 
up to (and including) ‘Very High’ when used as a 
standalone flexible underlay, and “Extra High” when 
used as a flexible underlay over a rigid wall underlay.

• Is suitable as an air barrier in unlined wall spaces.

• Is suitable to be used in conjunction with thermal 
breaks on steel framed buildings. 

• Refer to BRANZ Appraisal No 695 (2017) and 
CodeMark Certificate BRANZ-CM-1002 for full 
details.

General 
• Fire retardant. 

• Unaffected by LOSP or other solvent based 
treated timber. However, LOSP or other solvent 
based treated timber must have sufficient time for 
the solvent to flash off in a well ventilated area. 
Recommended minimum 7 days. 

Limitations
• Must NOT be used as a roof underlay.

• Must NOT be exposed to the weather or UV for more 
than 90 days.

• Watergate Plus is NOT a vapour barrier.

Compliance
• Watergate Plus has been appraised with the scope 

limitations of NZBC Acceptable Solution E2/AS1, 
Paragraph 1.1 and E2/AS4, with regards to building 
height and floor plan area.

• Watergate Plus has also been BRANZ appraised for 
use on buildings subject to specific weathertightness 
design. Building designers are responsible for the 
building design and for the incorporation of Watergate 
Plus into their design in accordance with the declared 
properties and the instructions of Thermakraft Ltd.

Watergate Plus
Premium Synthetic Wall Wrap

Watergate Plus comes in five roll sizes and two soffit roll sizes:

Roll Dimensions

Product Code Width Length Coverage

WGP1370025 1370mm wide 18.5m long 25m2 coverage*

WGP1370050 1370mm wide 37.0m long 50m2 coverage*

WGP1370100 1370mm wide 73.0m long 100m2 coverage*

WGP2740050 2740mm wide 18.5m long 50m2 coverage*

WGP2740100 2740mm wide 36.5m long 100m2 coverage*

Soffit Roll Dimensions

Product Code Width Length Coverage

WGP600025SOF 685mm wide 36.5m long 25m2 coverage*

WGP600050SOF 685mm wide 73.0m long 50m2 coverage*

Custom Branding Available – Contact your Thermakraft Representative for more details
* Note: m2 is the roll size. For actual coverage, allow for laps and joins.

https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/products/wall-wrap-underlay/watergate-plus


Flammability Index
Thermakraft Watergate Plus Wall Underlay has an AS 
1530 Part 2 Flammability Index of not greater than 5 and 
therefore meets the requirements of NZBC Acceptable 
Solutions C/AS2, Paragraph 4.17.8 b), for the surface 
finish requirements of suspended flexible fabric used as 
an underlay to exterior cladding that is exposed to view 
in occupied spaces. 

Durability
Meets the Performance Requirements of NZBC Clauses 
B2, Durability (B2.3.1 (a) 50 years, B2.3.1 (b) 15 years 
and B2.3.2), E2 External Moisture (E2.3.2), and F2 
Hazardous Building Materials F2.3.1, providing:

• It is not damaged.

• Installed in accordance with instruction guide.

• Is not left exposed for more than 90 days.

• Installed by or under guidance of Licensed Building 
Practitioners.

• Is compatible with cladding system used.*

* Note: specifiers and product user must confirm wall 
cladding system compatibility with the underlay before 
installation.

Product Warranty
Standard Thermakraft warranty applies. Refer to 
Thermakraft Warranty Statement for further details.  
This is available online at thermakraft.co.nz or call 
0800 806 595.

Watergate Plus
Premium Synthetic Wall Wrap

Property Performance

NZBC E2/AS1 Table 
23 (NZS2295) Wall 
Underlay Properties

Absorbency Vapour 
Resistance

pH of 
Extract Shrinkage Water 

Resistance
Air 

Resistance

Property Performance 
Requirement

≥ 100gsm ≤ 7 MN.s/g ≥ 6 and ≤ 9 ≤ 0.5% ≥ 20mm ≥ 0.1  
MN.s/m3

Property Performance Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Can be used as 
an air barrier

The recommendations contained in Thermakraft’s literature are based on good building practice, but are not an exhaustive statement of all relevant information and are subject to any conditions contained in the Warranty. 
All product dimensions and performance claims are subject to any variation caused by normal manufacturing process and tolerances. Furthermore, as the successful performance of the relevant system depends on numerous 
factors outside the control of Thermakraft (for example quality of workmanship and design), Thermakraft shall not be liable for the recommendations in that literature and the performance of the Product, including its suitability 
for any purpose or ability to satisfy the relevant provisions of the Building Code, regulations and standards. Literature subject to change without notification. Latest documentation can be found on the website. E&OE. Iss
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https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/products/wall-wrap-underlay/watergate-plus
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JVvwYg6Jcs3eqnzGIL9uemF0M6OrE9mz/view
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U0ZIwyaT3GwLjvPw0H67OvBviUIEbdpj/view?_ga=2.167878625.1593638917.1626650338-1547873882.1565564560
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HgYKbQhFBNtgHzsmS_82-cDmyOtddrjM/view?_ga=2.101424321.1593638917.1626650338-1547873882.1565564560


Installation Guide

WATERGATE PLUS
New Zealand’s premium all-purpose,  
fire retardant wall wrap.
Watergate Plus is specifically designed as a wall underlay for use behind exterior 
wall cladding. Made from synthetic materials Watergate Plus is fire retardant, 
water resistant and vapour permeable. The water vapour transfer rate of the 
product has been optimised to minimise condensation risk in homes without 
compromising its primary water barrier properties.

Watergate Plus is part of the Thermakraft One Wrap System. Its unique 
construction allows for easier installation while maintaining best in class 
performance qualities.

Appraisal No.695 [2017]  

https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/products/wall-wrap-underlay/watergate-plus
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U0ZIwyaT3GwLjvPw0H67OvBviUIEbdpj/view?_ga=2.158498042.1593638917.1626650338-1547873882.1565564560
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/one-wrap-system
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HgYKbQhFBNtgHzsmS_82-cDmyOtddrjM/view?_ga=2.129007436.1593638917.1626650338-1547873882.1565564560


The recommendations contained in Thermakraft’s literature are based on good building practice, but are not an exhaustive statement of all relevant information and are subject to any conditions contained in the Warranty. 
All product dimensions and performance claims are subject to any variation caused by normal manufacturing process and tolerances. Furthermore, as the successful performance of the relevant system depends on numerous 
factors outside the control of Thermakraft (for example quality of workmanship and design), Thermakraft shall not be liable for the recommendations in that literature and the performance of the Product, including its suitability 
for any purpose or ability to satisfy the relevant provisions of the Building Code, regulations and standards. Literature subject to change without notification. Latest documentation can be found on the website. E&OE. Iss
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Installation Guide

Application Method
• Fix Watergate Plus underlay with printed side facing the 

exterior and run horizontally.
• Fix to all exterior walls from below bearers to the top 

plate. Watergate Plus underlay is available in widths of 
2740mm and 1370mm. The 2740mm width product is 
generally wide enough to cover from below the bottom 
plate to the top plate.

• Timber Framing: Pull the Watergate Plus underlay 
tight and fix securely to the frame with fasteners such 
as galvanized Little Grippers, 6mm-8mm staples or 
20mm large head galvanized clouts at 300mm centres 
horizontally and vertically. 

• Steel Framing: Ensure frame is free from oil, dust and 
dirt. Fix securely using construction grade double-sided 
tape or adhesive or galvanized flat head screws that 
are appropriate for external framing and roofing use, at 
300mm centres.
Note: Check adhesive compatibility with Watergate Plus 
and the steel framing materials before use.
If using a tape: Apply double-sided tape onto steel 
frame studs and only peel off the forward-facing liner 
once Watergate Plus is ready to be installed. When ready, 
peel off approximately 2m of tape liner at a time and 
press Watergate Plus firmly onto tape, ensuring it is taut.
Note: The double-sided tape is to temporarily hold the 
Watergate Plus in place until the batten and/or cladding is 
installed. The screws used to fix these are the permanent 
fixings for Watergate Plus.

• Minimum of 150mm lap is required at joins. All vertical 
laps must be made over studs. Horizontal laps to be laid 
ship lap style allowing water to be shed to the outer face 
of Watergate Plus.

• Cover all windows and door openings with Watergate 
Plus underlay. It is recommended that the Watergate Plus 
underlay is not cut and prepared for window installation 
until the arrival of the windows. 

• When windows and doors are ready for installation, the 
Watergate Plus underlay covering the openings should 
be cut at 45° and folded into the opening and securely 
fastened. Thermakraft window flashing tapes are 
recommended as the window flashing system. 
Note: In accordance with NZBC Acceptable Solution E2/
AS1 and NASH Building Envelope Solutions: 2019 (E2/
AS4), wall underlay must be prevented from bulging into 
the drained cavity. Where stud spacing is greater than 
450mm, Thermakraft stud strap or Thermastrap run 
horizontally at 300 centres is an acceptable means of 
prevention.

• Once installed, Watergate Plus must not be left exposed 
to the weather or UV for a maximum of 90 days. 
Watergate Plus underlays will provide temporary weather 

protection during construction allowing 
work to continue. Internal linings and insulation must 
not be installed until the exterior cladding is completed.

• Fastenings behind Brick Veneer Cladding must have an 
equivalent service life to that of Brick Veneer (50 years). 
Refer to NZBC B2 Durability.

• Repair small damaged areas with any Thermakraft 
window flashing tape or Thermakraft Premium Joining 
Tape. Any large areas which require repair may be 
covered with a second layer of underlay with a lap of 
150mm and then taping.

• Watergate Plus underlay must be installed by, or under 
the guidance of a licensed building practitioner.

Fix Watergate Plus securely  
to the frame.

On arrival of doors and windows, cut Watergate 
at each opening on a 45° angle away from each 
corner. Pull the Watergate flaps inside and 
fasten to the inside of frame.

Application Tips
Watergate Plus is unaffected by LOSP or other solvent 
based treated timber. However, LOSP or other solvent 
based treated timber must have sufficient time for 
the solvent to flash off in a well-ventilated area. 
Recommended minimum 7 days.

25mm Thermakraft stud 
strap or Thermastrap 
horizontally at 300mm 
centres if required

Wall framing shown 
as dashed lines

150mm 
overlap 
at stud

Handling and Storage
Watergate Plus underlay must be handled with care to 
prevent damage such as tearing and roll deformation.  
Due to the width of the product, care should be taken 
when installing in windy conditions.

The product must be stored under cover well away from 
direct moisture, rainfall contact and sunlight (UV). Care 
should be taken not stack other materials on top of the 
product.

Thermakraft Limited  /  0800 806 595

https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
https://www.thermakraft.co.nz/
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