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Apprentice of the Year

Entries are open for the RMB Carters 2012
Apprentice of the Year. Aimed at carpentry
apprentices, prizes include $5,000 cash,
Outward Bound courses and tools. For more,
see www.apprenticeoftheyear.co.nz.

Fixing plasterboard
after earthquakes

BRANZ has done lab research to see how best
to fix up plasterboard linings damaged in an
earthquake. An overview of findings is given in
BRANZ Bulletin 548. To buy, see www.branz.
co.nz/bulletins.

Solar power in
Canterbury

A 2,200 home subdivision is planned for
northwest Christchurch where each house

will have a solar installation. The sun should
provide around a quarter of each home’s
energy needs. The project is a partnership
between Maxim Projects, Meridian Energy and
Solar City.

A ToolShed
Multi-function Tool
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Fires involving flue enclosures are a warning of the importance of getting the hasics right.

The relevant standard is AS/NZS 2918:2001
Domestic solid fuel burning appliances - installation.

This applies to log burners, open-fronted fireplace

inserts, oil-burning appliances and similar devices

that are fully assembled before installation. (Gas
appliances are covered by a separate standard.)

Two key safety principles are:
¢ sufficient separation from combustible materials

¢ adequate ventilation.

The main areas that need separation are:
¢ walls of the enclosure from the flue
¢ framing and lining from the penetration through

the top.

A flue with no casing must be separated from heat-
sensitive material by four times its diameter.

A flue with two casings and 25 mm air gaps between
casings and the flue requires a 25 mm separation
from heat-sensitive material (Figure 3).

The standard has no provision for a single casing,
but using heat shield principles, the separation
would be 2 x flue diameter. For more information,
check out the standard, or the article on flue
installations in Build 129.

Venting the enclosure around the flue prevents heat
build-up at the top (Figure 4).
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Figure 3. Wall separation needed for flue with two casings and 25 mm air gaps between.
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Figure 4. One option for venting through flashing with an oversize cover.
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COMPETITION
Win!

What's wrong
Here’s a tool
With these

What is it?
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This great Multi-function Tool is ideal for light trade, with a 200 watt motor

that drives a vast range of attachments. Included are a plunge cutter, ridged
scraper, and sanding base plate. Many others are available.

The prize is provided courtesy of The Tool Shed. M $n‘m!

All you need to do to win is tell us the name of the
mystery tool (above right).

Email you answer to buildersmate@branz.co.nz. Put
“June Competition” in the subject line. The message
should include your answer, your name, postal address
and phone number. One entry per entrant please.

Don't forget to tell us where you picked up your copy of
Builder’s Mate! The winner will be the first correct entry
drawn at 9 am on Friday 6 July 2012. Details will be
posted on the BRANZ Ltd website (www.branz.co.nz)
and in the next edition of Builder’s Mate due out on

1 August 2012. . .
é The winner of the BM 53 issue was Steve DOWNPIPES
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immediate families of BRANZ and The Tool Shed shops. The competition a glazier's point driver and the prize was a
will close on Friday 6 July 2012. The prize is not transferable for cash. The . . q
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Although BRANZ has made every attempt to ensure the accuracy of its information,

it provides generic advice only, and BRANZ accepts no liability for any loss or SSBpa ]_aeqs ‘ulel pue uns UJOJJ, pS:],Oe],OJd
damage incurred. Opinions expressed in Builder's Mate do not necessarily reflect .

the views of BRANZ. Ajiood ale S}98ysS JUBWS-aIql) 89Sy T
Standards referred to can be purchased from Standards New Zealand.

Tel: 04 498 5991 or www.standards.co.nz. ‘Slamsuy
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