Tip Sheet for Vehicle Use:
· Develop environmental specifications for leasing vehicles to include optimum fuel efficiency through model selection and maintenance.

· Use an alternative fuel vehicle e.g. a hybrid car or the most fuel-efficient car available.

· Purchase the cleanest fuel available.

· Make sure that vehicles are serviced regularly to maintain optimum performance.

· Check tyre pressures regularly.

· Record distances traveled and fuel consumption for each vehicle to monitor fuel efficiency.

· Ask the vehicle hire company to consider offering car rental where the CO2 emissions for your rental are offset.

· Investigate ways of reducing unnecessary travel, such as telephone or video conferencing.

· Drive smoothly and avoid hard acceleration; pulling away too fast can use up to 60% more fuel.

· Change gear efficiently – changing gear at 1500 to 2500 rpm can save up to 15% on fuel.

· Don’t rev the engine unnecessarily – this wastes fuel and increases emissions.

· Keep speeds down to optimise fuel consumption.

· Concentrate, look ahead and anticipate road conditions and other people’s actions. This reduces the need for hard braking and acceleration.
· Avoid short journeys and only make essential car journeys. Short journeys on a cold engine use up twice as much fuel as a warm engine, producing more emissions.
· Plan journeys to avoid peak periods, road works and getting lost.
· If stuck in traffic for more than a few minutes, turn off the engine to cut emissions and conserve fuel.
· Use air vents rather than open windows. This can reduce fuel consumption by 4%. Air conditioning can increase fuel consumption by up to 2 litres per 100 km.
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