BRANZ Launches Sustainable Business Programme for SME Building Companies

The concept of sustainability is gaining enormous traction within the building industry. Staying on top of these exciting changes is of vital importance to construction companies and individual builders alike. While sustainable building practices are taking hold, many companies are looking to the next step: sustainable business practices.  Improving business performance is key to increased profitability, enhanced company reputation, and industry leadership. 

To assist builders, BRANZ (with funding from the Building Research Levy) created the Sustainable Foundations Programme with the cooperation of industry organisations and building companies.  BRANZ aims to share knowledge and improve industry best practice surrounding sustainability issues.  Many New Zealand building companies are already taking the initiative to become more sustainable.  
Tauranga based company, Generation Developments, is a member of Master Builders and is participating as one of the case study companies in the Sustainable Foundations Programme. Their Operations Manager, William Carter, has this to say about their direction: “Sustainability isn’t just a ‘nice’ thing to do. It ensures the ongoing viability of your business providing significant benefits. It should be looked at as a pragmatic business decision rather than just a movement towards being ‘green’.”  These strategies are going to be a key part of Generation’s expansion into the Auckland marketplace later in 2006.
The Sustainable Foundations Programme takes shape in twelve steps.  Steps 1-4 guide companies through writing an environmental policy.  Steps 5-8 help translate that policy into a functional environmental management system.  Steps 9-12 introduce the reporting process.  The programme is free and available in a hard-copy guidebook, CD-Rom, and website (www.branz.co.nz/sustainablefoundations/).
The programme will officially launch on April 24, 2006 at the Master Builders conference in Queenstown, New Zealand.  

To find out how your business can be made more sustainable, or to join the other case study companies, contact Rachel Hargreaves at the BRANZ Auckland office: +64 (9) 523-5296 or RachelHargreaves@branz.co.nz.  

BRANZ Limited is wholly owned by the Building Research. BRANZ Limited has developed a worldwide reputation in such key areas as durability of building materials and systems, weathertightness, ventilation, energy efficiency, fire and structural engineering. It has also published an extensive range of "Good Practice" guides and other information products for the construction industry. BRANZ Limited's Mission is "to provide innovative and creative solutions to the industry by means of research, testing, consultancy and information transfer."

